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By Festus M. Wangwe

Chargé d’Affaires, a.i.

Today, Dec. 12, marks the 57th
Independence Anniversary of the
Republic of
Kenya, Jamhuri
Day. At the
onset, I wish to
convey, on be-
half of the gov-
ernment and the
people of Kenya
residing in Ja -
pan, warm greet-
ings and best
wishes to Their Majesties the
Emperor and Empress, H.E. Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga, the govern-
ment and friendly people of Japan.

Kenya and Japan enjoy excellent
relations that have spanned over
five decades. To Kenya, Japan is a
true friend and reliable partner, with
our bilateral cooperation being an-
chored on five key pillars of infras-
tructure and private-sector develop-
ment; agriculture; environment;
water and sanitation; and human re-
source development and health.
Indeed, this partnership is in tandem
with our national economic
blueprint, Kenya Vision 2030, and
more so H.E. President Uhuru
Kenyatta’s Big Four Agenda.

Our relations have continued to
thrive over the years, demonstrated by
constant high-level visits and consulta-
tion processes. Last year, H.E.
President Uhuru Kenyatta led a robust
team of senior government officials
and leaders of the private sector to the
TICAD7 Summit. A subsequent bilat-
eral meeting between Their Ex -
cellencies President Uhuru Kenyatta
and then Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe further strengthened our
mutual partnership and collaboration.
Two months later, Their Excellencies
the President and First Lady made an
official visit to Japan to witness the
Enthronement of His Majesty the new
Emperor on Oct. 22, 2019. 

While reflecting on the upward tra-
jectory of our relations, we note with
appreciation the government of
Japan’s support toward the imple-
mentation of key flagship projects of

Vision 2030 that includes develop-
ment of quality infrastructure such
as the expansion and modernization
of Mombasa Port and its allied in-
frastructure including the Dongo
Kundu Special Economic Zone
(SEZ). Once completed, the SEZ
will serve as the region’s logistics,
industrial and commercial hub. 

Geothermal power development
at Olkaria is another landmark pro-
ject. With an installed capacity of
700 MW of geothermal power, this
project makes Kenya the leading
African geothermal power producer
and among the top ten globally. 

Kenya’s commitment to the princi-
ples and ideals of the United
Nations has been resolute and con-
sistent, particularly on matters of
peace and security, sustainable de-
velopment, global environmental
and climate change issues. It is
against this backdrop that Kenya
submitted its candidature for a non-
permanent seat
at the U.N.
Security Council
for the period
2021-2022. 

Given our track
record, Kenya
obtained an over-
whelming en-
dorsement by the
African Union,
which was reaf-
firmed during the
33rd Ordinary
Session of the
Assembly of
Heads of State
and Government
that took place in
Addis Ababa in
February 2020. 

During the
elections held in
June this year,
Kenya was
elected as a
nonpermanent
member of the
U.N. Security
Council for the
period 2021-
2022. While tak-
ing its place as

one of the members of the most in-
fluential bodies at the United
Nations, Kenya is committed to
playing a more significant role in the
pursuit of world peace and security.

Kenya sincerely appreciates the
immense support received by the
African Union, as well as the many
friendly nations across the world for
their support and faith in upholding
the principles embodied by the
United Nations. 

It is unfortunate that this year saw
the emergence and rapid spread of
the COVID-19 pandemic that has
led to an unprecedented loss of life,
global economic slowdown and the
postponement of major cultural, re-
ligious, political and sporting events
including the 2020 Olympic Games.

The government of Kenya has put
in place a series of public health
measures to stem the spread of the
novel coronavirus. The Eight-Point
Economic Stimulus Program is

aimed at returning the economy to a
growth trajectory as it was in the pre-
pandemic period by increasing de-
mand for local goods and services,
cushioning vulnerable Kenyans, en-
suring food security for the poor and
creating employment and incomes.
Most importantly, the program seeks
to enhance liquidity in support of the
business sector, particularly micro
and small enterprises.

In the same vein, Kenya has collab-
orated with the government of Japan
in the fight against this pandemic.
Kenya appreciates Japan’ s recent
support in the battle against COVID-
19, amounting to more than 10 billion
Kenya shilling (¥9.44 billion). 

A testament to the progressive na-
ture of Kenya-Japan relations is the
enhanced capacity of the Kenya
Medical Research Institute (KEMRI),
achieved through cooperation with the
Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA). Today, KEMRI is at the

forefront of Kenya’s combined efforts
to combat the coronavirus pandemic.  

In line with the ongoing global
campaign to tackle the coronavirus

pandemic, I call on the Kenyan dias-
pora in Japan and the people of
Japan to keep safe and have a
Happy Jamhuri Day, 2020.
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Kenya's Cabinet Secretary Amb. Raychell Omamo, left, and Japan's Foreign Minister

Toshimitsu Motegi meet in Paris on Oct 1. Omamo accompanied Kenya's President

Uhuru Kenyatta on his visit to France.

Osaka Bay snaps to life with industrial nighttime

O
SAKA — The night-
time scenery of an
industrial area on
the shore of Osaka
Bay, with its i l lu-
minated intricate ar-

ray of chimneys and pipes that appear
to magically float along the water’s sur-
face, is gaining popularity as a new
tourist hotspot. 

Although factories in Kawasaki,
Kanagawa Prefecture and Yokkaichi,
Mie Prefecture, are known for similar
views, Osaka Bay’s proximity to the
heart of the city has boosted its acclaim
as the other factories are located on the
outskirts of their cities.

Photography tours through the Sakai
Senboku Coastal Industrial Area and
photo contests are also thriving.

Tsutomu Innami from Matsubara,
Osaka Prefecture, is a regular parti-
cipant in one such contest centered
around photos of the nighttime scenery
of factories across the nation. Over the
past five years, he has visited oen, rid-
ing his bicycle through the area with his
camera at the ready. 

“It’s the ideal place to take photos
and I can get here easily from home,”
Innami said. “The factory is huge and
the view at night is the best in Kansai.”

The scenery diers depending on
the season — the dusk that can be
seen at the end of long summer days
is beautiful, as is the winter nighttime
sky once the haze clears. He has sub-

wanting to participate in the tours giv-
en that taking photos outdoors carries
little risk of infection. 

The Takaishi municipal government
has also posted signs designating re-
commended photo spots and have even
uploaded an aerial view of the city
taken by a  drone on i ts  website .
Souvenirs, such as bags and shirts bear-
ing images of the night view, have also
been made available. 

The industrial area in its entirety
can be seen as you make your way
along the Wangan Route of the Han-
shin Expressway. A parking area,
from which photos of the nighttime
view of the factories can be taken, is
scheduled to  be  completed next

mitted many pieces showcasing the
dierences between the seasons. 

The Takaishi Chamber of Commer-
ce, in cooperation with the Takaishi
municipal government,  has been
biannually holding a variety of photo-
graphy tours since 2013 — in spring
and autumn — including those on
buses and aboard cruise ships.

This year, however, only two bus
tours were organized on Oct. 24. as a
result of the coronavirus crisis. Never-
theless, about 70 people from across the
country applied for the tour with a ca-
pacity of only 20.  

The chamber expects to fully resume
operations sometime next year as it has
received many requests from those

the Expo, Yumeshima could be reborn
as one of Asia’s leading resorts.

With the Expo in mind, several pro-
jects have been launched including the
construction of a section of the Han-
shin Expressway’s Yodo River le bank
line and the development of a place
where small boats can dock. 

Yumeshima, along with the other two
man-made islands o the coast of Osaka
Bay — Sakishima and Maishiima —
were originally expected to serve as hubs
of international trade and advanced
technology. However, these plans fell
through aer the burst of the economic
bubble in the early 1990s. Despite the
original proposal of there one day being
60,000 people living on Yumeshima and
a large sum of money being invested in a
project to bring that idea to fruition, half
of the island remains undeveloped and
the population stands at zero. The island
has sometimes been called “the legacy of
failure.”

However, it seems a breath of new
life is about to blow across the island. 

“Hosting the Expo and recruiting
an integrated resort is a great oppor-
t u n i t y  f o r  u s , ”  s a i d  A t s u h i t o
Wakabayashi, a researcher at the Japan
Research Institute. “Revitalizing the
ocean while we utilize it and continuing
to look towards the future as we make
further developments that evolve with
the needs of the times is of great im-
portance.”
 

spring. 
The municipal governments of

Takaishi and Sakai, which house the in-
dustrial area, have become members of
a nationwide collection of cities that
boast spectacular nighttime factory
scenery in the hopes of boosting tour-
ism by encouraging visitors to stay
overnight.

A summit for the 11 member mu-
nicipal i t ies  was held in Sakai  in
February this year. At which, the parti-
cipants declared that they would work
together in their goal of increasing
tourism with their beautiful nighttime
scenery.

“Osaka Bay’s charm lies in the fact
that, depending on the season, the view
you see at night can dier greatly,” said
photographer Testuro Kobayashi.
Kobayashi also acts as a tour guide. “I
think that we can expect more tourists
to be drawn to Osaka.” 
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OSAKA — Yumeshima island, a
man-made island in Osaka Bay, is
scheduled to host the 2025 Osaka-
Kansai Expo, which could potentially
bring 28 million people to the island. 

With plans underway to have an in-
tegrated resort centered around a
casino be located next to the venues for

Potential to rise from ‘failure’
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An aerial photo of the man-made Yumeshi-
ma island in Konohana Ward, Osaka.
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Tsutomu Innami

A nighttime
view of the
factories at
Ishizu Fishing
Port in Sakai
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