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Independence Day of Kenya
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Kenya-Japan ties growing in leaps and bounds

——
VISION 2030

a competitive and prosperous Kenya

By the Embassy of the Republic of Kenya

The Republic of Kenya marks
the 51st anniversary of its inde-
pendence today, Dec. 12. As we
celebrate this momentous occa-
sion, the Embassy of the Republic
of Kenya in Tokyo wishes to con-
vey warm greetings and best

wishes to the government and
the friendly people of Japan.

At the same time, the Embassy
takes this opportunity to congrat-
ulate all Kenyan citizens residing
in Japan on this auspicious occa-
sion and to commend them for
their hard work and patriotism as
they contribute greatly as a
bridge between our two friendly
countries in various ways.

As Kenyans commemorate the
long and tortuous journey to our
country’'s independence, they will
take a moment to reflect upon the
strong bonds of friendship and
mutually beneficial collaboration
that have existed between Japan
and Kenya since 1963. The bilat-
eral relationship with Japan has
indeed continued to grow in
leaps and bounds, transcending
the confines of official develop-
ment assistance (ODA) to more
strategic partnerships based on
mutual respect, common trust
and shared values.

Kenyans in Japan are indeed
proud to have Japan as a leading
development partner in all areas
of cooperation, including eco-
nomic infrastructure develop-
ment and private sector growth.
Japan has also been a major con-
tributor to the development of
Kenya's agriculture, human re-
sources, health sector and envi-
ronmental conservation.

As a result, Kenya today hosts
over 700 Japanese people, one of
the largest Japanese communi-
ties in Africa. Kenya is also the re-
gional headquarters for most of
Japan's major agencies, such as
JICA, JETRO and JBIC, as well as
its largest trading houses, with
approximately 40 Japanese com-
panies operating in Kenya.

The embassy looks back with
gratitude as we reflect upon the
last 1'/:years of bilateral coopera-
tion. For example, we have wit-
nessed accelerated engagements
between the business communi-

ties in both countries. Moreover,
the two countries’ relations have
been characterized by an ex-
change of high-level visits by lead-
ing government officials as well as
by top business executives. One of
the notable visits includes the in-
augural visit to Kenya by the
Honorable Toshimitsu Motegi, the
then Minister for Economy Trade
and Industry, in August 2013. The
fact that Mr. Motegi’'s delegation
had more than 60 senior govern-
ment officials and top business ex-
ecutives was indeed a statement
of Japan’ s commitment to the
declaration of the fifth Tokyo Inter-
national Conference on African
Development (TICAD V).

On the Kenyan side, the em-
bassy has had the honor to wel-
come at least four ministerial vis-
its coupled with three investment
seminars in the last one year
alone. The highlight of this in-
tense official engagement was
the recent official visit to Japan
by the Honorable Michael
Kamau, Kenya's Cabinet Secre-
tary for Transport and In-
frastructure, during the commem-
oration of the 60th anniversary of
Japan' s ODA. The visit was a
clear demonstration of the com-
mitment of our two countries to
walk together as partners in
progress.

The various bilateral initiatives
in various sectors can only bear
the desired fruits if translated into
tangible developments. The em-
bassy believes this is achievable
judging by the heightened bilater-
al engagements in support of
Kenya's development blueprint —
Vision 2030. Some of the com-
mendable undertakings in this re-
gard include
the ongoing

ment including rice development;
human resource development
and health-sector reforms.

Kenya welcomes Japan's con-
tinued commitment to Africa as
espoused by the TICAD Process.
In this context, TICAD has provid-
ed a forum to reinvigorate our
collective efforts toward achiev-
ing more inclusive and sustain-
able growth on the African conti-
nent. Consequently, Kenya’s cur-
rent development cooperation
with Japan is anchored on the
TICAD V framework with a focus
on regional infrastructure devel-
opment; energy resources devel-
opment particularly geothermal;
expansion of the manufacturing
sector; vocational training; re-
search, science and technology
and innovation; mining and min-
eral exploration, and joint ven-
tures among small and medium-
scale enterprises (SMEs).

Despite such outstanding achie-
vements, the balance of trade be-
tween our two countries is still
heavily tilted in favor of Japan, in
a stark ratio of 1:15. To address
this challenge, both countries
hope to work on a mechanism
that would promote and protect
investments to encourage more
value-added economic activities,
including trade diversification, di-
rect investments and joint ven-
tures in various fields within the

Vision 2030 framework.

On the other hand, Kenya
hopes to play a steady role as a
regional business hub in East and
Central Africa for the benefit of all
regional countries. To this end,
some key reforms have been ini-
tiated in several areas including
modernizing the railway system,
expanding our seaports, improv-
ing the airports and generating
more electricity through geother-
mal power development.

All of the above economic-relat-
ed activities place Kenya on an ac-
celerated developmental pedestal
that is further complemented by
the structures established by both
the East Africa Community and
COMESA economic regional
blocs. These bodies are important
to Kenya and its friends, given the
combined market population of
over 400 million. The recent dis-
covery of oil and gas is bound to
exponentially improve Kenya's e-
conomic prospects. In this regard,
the embassy appeals to Japanese
companies to seize these opportu-
nities now and engage their
Kenyan counterparts for mutually
profitable investment in Kenya.

An equally important sector of
bilateral collaboration with Japan
is tourism. Kenya aims to be one
of the top long-haul tourist desti-
nations in the world, offering high-
end, diverse and distinctive visitor

experiences. Consequently, the
Japanese market has been identi-
fied as one of the potential sources
of tourism growth. We appeal to
our Japanese friends to help by
contributing toward this goal. It is
worth mentioning that a dedicated
team of specialized tourist police
force has been formed to address
any cases of insecurity in the
tourist circuits across the country.
Tourists should therefore feel free
to enjoy their holidays in Kenya,
which is ordinarily a safe and
peaceful country,

To further augment tourism’s
significance, Kenya, Rwanda and
Uganda have jointly introduced
the East Africa tourist visa to ease
travel across the three countries
using a 90-day multiple entry
visa. The embassy wishes to en-
courage Japanese tourism stake-

holders to take advantage of this
development and increase flight
connections between Japan and
Kenya to boost Japanese travel-
ers to Kenya and the region, at
large.

Finally, the embassy wishes to
thank all partners who have sup-
ported us to host the National Day
reception this year. Our sincere
appreciation to our friends who
sent us messages of goodwill
most notably The Japan News for
the opportunity to publish this
supplement. We wish readers of
The Japan News a happy festive
season, good health and prosperi-
ty in the New Year.

For more information about
Kenya and existing business op-
portunities, readers are kindly
urged to visit the mission’s website
at httpJ//www.kenyarep-jp.com

Courtesy of Kenyan Embassy

The Olkaria Geothermal Plant is one of the largest geothermal plants in the world.

projects in the
areas of
hydro  and
geothermal
energy devel-
opment.
Indeed,
Kenya prides
itself on hav-
ing one of the
largest geo-
thermal
power plant
in the world.
Another suc-
cess story re-
lates to eco-
nomic infras-
tructural de-
velopment,
including the
oil  pipeline
project, the
expansion
and modern-
ization of
Mombasa
port and its
surrounding
areas; agricul-
tural develop-
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